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Press Statement

Wednesday, September 28, 2011

Resolving the Disagreements over Biometric Registration now is of
National Interest

[Issued by the Institute for Democratic Governance (IDEG) and the
Civic Forum Initiative(CFI)]

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen of the media we have invited you here this morning
to share with you our perspectives on one of the most troubling political developments
in our country as we prepare towards the 2012 Presidential and Parliamentary
elections.

IDEG-CFI has noted with deep concern, the growing tension associated with the
biometric voters' registration for the 2012 elections, in particular, the bidding process
and problem of verification on Election Day. .

As all of us are aware, the bidding process for the procurement of biometric registration
equipment has been a matter for litigation before our courts. Verification on Election
Day in the biometric system has become a very contentious issue between some
political parties and the Electoral Commission (EC). Just yesterday, September 27,
2011, the Commercial Court a division of the Fast Track High Court cl~ared the way for
the EC to award the contract for the procurement of the biometric register for the 2012
elections.

We are of the view that unless these issues are urgently addressed, they could pose a
serious threat to the credibility of the 2012 Presidential and Parliamentary elections as
occurred in 2008. It is also important that all efforts are made to reduce delays to the
minimum and raise public confidence in the biometric registration system that is being
introduced.

Since 1992, the EC has established a good track record in the management of
elections; and has won the trust and confidence of not only the 'people of Ghana but
also of the international community.
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