The National Launch of the Global Campaign “Better Aid for the World We Want”
On Monday, 17 October 2011, the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty, civil society organisations (CSOs) around the world launched the ‘Better Aid for the World We Want’ campaign. This campaign was aimed at mobilising public support for more effective use of aid to reduce poverty around the world. 

In Ghana, the campaign was launched on Tuesday October 18 2011 at the Institute for Democratic Governance (IDEG) under the theme “Untie Aid Fully for Developing Countries: The Case of Ghana”. The event was co-organized by IDEG and three international organizations - Better Aid, Global Call for Action Against Poverty (GCCAP) and Open Forum for Civil Society for Development Effectiveness. In observance of the day, IDEG through its Governance Issues Forum (GIF) programme shared results of an independent evaluation of the Ghana Millennium Challenge Account (MCA) programme in three districts— Akuapem South, Hohoe, and South Tongu. The GIF programme primarily focuses on civic empowerment of local citizens in decision-making processes, civic participation and accountability in local governance. 
The Ghana MCA Programme is based on the theme “Transforming Rural Economy Through an Agriculture-led Millennium Challenge Account (MCA) programe”. The United States of America (USA) government initiated programme – MCA – is made available to only developing countries that meet the criteria of governing justly, investing in their people and encouraging economic freedom. By these criteria, the Government of Ghana (GoG) was deemed eligible for the MCA programme in 2006. GoG was given a five-year 547 million dollars grant by the United States Government to implement a programme aimed at reducing poverty through economic growth over the period, February 2007 to February 2012. 

The results of the independent evaluation of the MCA programme in the afore-mentioned districts, based on the principle of the 2005 Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness, was presented at the IDEG Boardroom to launch the global campaign dubbed “Better Aid for the World We Want”. Some experiences shared by the participants during the launch are as follows: 

· The launch of the case study carried out by the Governance Issues Forum Network under the GIF programme was consistent with the mandate of CSOs in support of a people-centered orientation for development effectiveness.

· Developing countries including Ghana have been dependent on aid since independence. Yet these countries are still grappling with major poverty-related problems. This calls for financial reengineering in developing countries, particularly increased focus on generating new internal sources of programme funding.
· Aid governance and its relationship to effective development are still major problems.  Nations have not fully grasped the issue of development effectiveness. This calls for renewed commitment from the global community to ensure that aid is effectively utilized to transform rural and urban economies and considerably reduce poverty.

· Sustainability and ownership of the Ghana MCA programme by the respective District Assemblies (DAs) after the completion of the Compact in February 2012 should be a matter of concern to all citizens.

· The Ghana MCA programme, although has achieved modest gains, its integration into the beneficiary districts’ medium term development plans is limited. 

To address the issue of sustainability and ownership of the MCA programme by the various Districts Assemblies, it is recommended that MiDA should enhance efforts at integrating the MCA programme into current and future medium term plans of the districts.  

Further, broad-based stakeholder participation and consultative processes must be championed by government to involve civil society organisations, traditional authorities, media, among others, to increase awareness and support for the implementation of the programme. 
As part of the post-campaign activities, the public is encouraged to sign postcards (either hard copies or online www.betteraid.org/campaign) asking governments to ensure that citizens’ voices are heard in aid and development decisions.  The campaign activities are towards the fourth High Level Forum (HLF) on Aid Effectiveness in Busan, South Korea between November 29 and December 2, 2011, where governments, donors, and civil society organizations all over the world will come together to review performance against aid effectiveness commitments, as well as strategize for the future.
